CRAWFORD COUNTY
SHERI FF0OS OF

2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Bt vig oo i
R e
=5 T =

3613 Stetzer Road - Bucyrus, 0H 44620 - (419) 5627906 SEIEFOBCU DA 1= wwwcrawlorcountysherifiohio.com

SCOTT M. KENT, SHERIFF




To the citizens of Crawford County:

Respectfully submitted for your review is the annual report for the Crawford County Shariffh ¥ ¥ A OS  F 2 1
calendar year 22b. This report covers in detail the activity generated as we carried out our responsibility
to the residents of this county.
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Detectives, Dispatchera Jail Division and a Civil Division. As you review this report, you will seékehat

{ K S NJfigeTdries out several responsibilities, all with the same purpose in mind, to protect and

serve the citizens of Crawford County.

Otherinformation of interest for2a5F 2 NJ @ 2 dzZNJ { KSNAFFQa hFFAOS Ay Of dzRS &
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communications, security cameras and door contrivigotal, $66,169.00 worth of
equipment was affected. We worked closely with our vendors and insurance companies and
temporarily brought our systems back-tine using loaned equipment. In December, the last
of the backordered equipment was installed angeoations were back to normal.

1 Enforcement Officers completedminimum of 24 hours d€ontinuing Professional Training
to maintain their Peace Officer certificates

T Jail training was conducted with corrections staff, support staff, and maintenance, in
compliance with jail standards.

1 $28,851.18n grant money waawarded tothis office for 2@5, to increase patrols in
Crawford Countyenforcing selective traffic laws and impaired drivifidnis High Visibility
Enforcement Overtime is scheduled around holidays and school functions such as Prom and
Homecoming. The goal is to provide safe travel for motorists traveling in Crawford Ctunty
reduce alcohol / drug related crashes, and encourage seatbelfluatfic grants are awarded
to law enforcement agencies whose jurisdiction experienced an average of 2 or more fatal
crashes over the previous 3 years. Law Enforcement efforts are combined with visibility
elements and a publicity strategy &mlucate the public and promote compliance with the
law.

1 Atthe end of this annual report, you will find our statistics sectiée. monitor our calls for
service very closely and remain proactive in our enforcement of the laws.

If you have any questions or want to discuss this report, please let me know.

Respectfully Submitted,

Syaces oA

Scott M. Kent
Sheriff



About your Sheriff

Sheriff Scott Kent is a lifelong resident of
Crawford County, residing in the City of
Bucyrus. Kent graduated from Colonel
Crawford High School in 1992.

After high school, Kent was a membertiogé
Whetstone Township Volueer Fire
Department, until he moved from the
township.

He started his career at
a Special Deputy in 1994 and obtained his

peace officer certificate from North Central
Technical College.

Kentwas hiredfull time as a Deputy Sheriff
in 1995. He was promoted to the rasfk
Lieutenant in 2002, overseeing afternoon
enforcement operations.

I n 2005, Kent spent 3 months in Quantico, Virginie
National Academy. He graduated from session #223 in December of that year.

Kent was elected as Sheriff 2013

Heis the Chairman of the METRICH drug taskforce, which serves 10 counties in North Centradri@hio
serves as a Criminal Justice Advisory Member at North Central B&tesits on several committees at
theBuckeye St at e Sdndwadefedtes th seAve as the @EG&doridica Presidentor the
Association.

Heisamemberofthidat i on al Sheri ffsé As sNhatonahdand @hiChaptesd | s a 1
of the FBINAA



EnforcementDivision Overview

The Sheriff, is the chief law enforcement officer of the county. He is responsible for serving a
landmass of approximately 28quare miles. This includes 862 miles of road, of which 182 miles
are state highways, 238 miles of county roads and 443 miles of townshipTribadaforcement
divisionis also responsible for traffic law enforcement in the county.

The Enforcement Division remains the most visitilesionof t he Cr awf ord Count
Of fice. The road patrol consists of Deputy She
problem solving and community policing. The deputies work together with the citizens of this

county to fight crime. Theseeguties are responsible for answering calls for service. These calls

can include everything from serious felony crimes to assisting residents with minor problems at

their home. The Enforcement Division investigates crimes, safeguards property, and rasponds
complaints and accidents. We also assist State and Federal agencies when requested. Deputies are
responsible for the service of subpoenas, warrants, summons and other legal documents issued by
the courts.

Deputies from this office have given talks to youth groups about safety issues, such as drugs,
internet safety, seatbelt use, dadndriver safety. Tours of the facility have been given to the
Cub Scoutsthe Grand Juryas well as other civic groupBeputies trained as instructors in
A.L.I.C.E. and active shootesindhave given presentations to schamtsibusinesses in Crawford
County.

Deputies are responsible for reporting adverse road and weather conditions to dispatch, who in
turn, notify school officials, county and state garage employees, township trustees, and news
media.

All Deputies assigned to the enforcement division are graduates of the Ohio Peace Officer
Training Academy (OPOTA), and are certified Peace Officers by the State of Ohio. They must
compete yearly state mandated training in a wide arragmtsto maintain theistate

certification. They stay updated on changes to criminal laws and traffic laws. These are well
trained and professional Officers who serve the citizens of the county.



Chief DeputyChad Filliater is the Operations

Officerat t he Sheri ffds Offi ce
for day-to-dayoperations at the facility as well

as scheduling.

Filliater was hired in 1997 asCorrections
Officer in the Jail. He later transferred to the
Enforcement Division. He also worked several
years as a Detective.

In 2013, Filliater was promoted to the rank of
ChiefDeputy Fi |l |l i ater is a gr a
National Academy, session #259.

Filliater sits on the Civil Process Committee
Legislative Committee, and Training &
Education Committeat the Buckeye State
Sheriffs o6 HAsasoarimaal i on .
justice advisory member fdtorth Central

State




K-9 Unit

The Sher i f th@eek-9Gandlerseaettime Beputy Tm Mutchler and Deputy Jeff
Windbiglerarebothbloodhounchandlers andre members of the National Police Bloodhound
Association. Both Mutchler and Windbigler attend yearly training with the Associatioreaaa
their certificationannually Lt. Mutchler is an instructor for the Association.

The Bl oodhound and handler are available not c
requesting assistance. Thedk6 s ar e used to search for missing
to search for suspects who have fled a crime scene.

Both bloodhoundhandlers give presentations at different events throughout the year to several
different groups.

DeputyBenjamin Petridhas K9 Nora. Nora is a female Belgian Malinois imported from Holland.
Nora is a dual purpose K9 which consists for patrol work, narcotic detection, and tracking. Patrol
work consists of apprehension (bite) work. This consists of open area, woodemt areling
searches for suspects. Tioer narcotics Nora is trained and certified in detecting are
methamphetamine, heroin, cocaiaadcrack cocaineNora is also a tracking dog, which her

tracking is from ground disturbances, and fresh skin cell.odo

Nora and Deputyetriecompleted four weeks of training through Tri State K9 Services in
Warren, OH with OPOTA certification testing at the end of the four welks is requiredo be
acertified team. Nora completes 16 hours of monthly trainingstsidte mandatedoveing
patrol, narcotics detection, and tracking. Nora and Depatgiealso complete a yearly OPOTA
certification




Fiscal / Civil Division

The Fiscal Division is responsible for payroll
vacation time, sick leave, overtimmend human resource functiasgprocessdthrough this

office. The Financial Director keeps track of the bills from all the divisions of this afficeell

as invoices forservices The Sheri ffoés Office operates on t°
operations, and the other bud@#tds enforcement operatiors.addition to budget activities,

the financial director must also keep track of
Financi al Director and the Sheriff, work cl osce
forecasting fuire needs of the Office in budget requests.

The Civil Divisionis responsible for the service and return of civil process paperwork received

from the court system. These court papers not only come in from the courts in Crawford County,

but from other courts across the United States. The Civil Division prepares #revpdpfor

service, then forwards the paperwork to the deputies, so that these processes can be served in a
timely manner and returned to the coufise Civil Office processed,646 court orders for 202

Improper service of these papers can direcfigcathe outcome of legal proceedings. The Civil
Division is also responsible for Sheriffdos Sal
and summoning jurors. Sheriff Sales must be appragskertised and sold according to the Ohio

Revised Code.

Summary of deed and poundad#025
January 163.00
February 235.00
March 515.50
April 134.58
May
June
July
August 105.54
September
October
November
December

TOTAL $1,153.62

DEED AND POUNDAGE FEES COLLECTED FOR 202
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FEES CHARGED IN DOLLARS 2025

COMMON PLEA MUNICIPAL JV OTHER

January $8,921.00, $1,829.00 $1,035.00; $1,358.80
February $7,632.00 $1,269.00 $915.00 $723.40
March $7,796.00 $2,087.00 $5,438.00 $1,098.80
April $6,582.00 $1,973.00 $1,392.00] $1,159.20
May $6,750.00 $879.00| $1,708.00, $1,146.93
June $5,528.00 $2,585.00 $569.00 $640.00
July $6,892.00 $1,663.00| $1,447.00 $816.40
August $6,342.00 $1,335.00 $2,186.00 $717.04
September $5,851.88| $2,255.00/ $1,288.00] $1,646.06
October $6,320.00, $1,145.00 $799.00 $949.80
November $7,079.00 $1,302.00 $725.00| $1,326.60
December $4,004.00 $1,946.00 $1,374.00] $1,071.88

Total $79,697.88| $20,268.00| $18,876.00 $12,654.91

FEES CHARGED IN DOLLARS 2025

$0.00
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FEES RECEIVED FROM COURTS 2025

Common Plea Municipal JV Other

January 1,508.08 3,163.70 348.00 45.00
February 4,116.00 2,843.02 149.27 587.36
March 3,762.78 2,834.03 411.32 1,310.65
April 3,294.75 3,980.92 692.68 100.00
May 1,649.00 2,198.58 295.00 599.47
June 1,533.47 2,766.10 295.00 452.84
July 2,890.48 1,559.00 165.00 192.84
August 2,692.48 1,516.00 132.00 270.34
September 2,308.83 2,510.00 235.59
October 1,233.52 1,499.00 130.00 1,142.91
November 1,784.40 433.50 119.03 608.08
December 3,987.87 2,679.00 442.34 695.29

TOTAL 30,761.66 27,982.85| $ 3,179.64 $ 6,240.37
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Sex Offender Reqistry

The Sheriffos Office has a SORN Officer, whose
of the county from those who have been convicted of Sex Offenses. Once convicted, the sex

of fender must report t o t hexofehderrindcdordace@ithf i ce t
t he Ohio Revised Code and the dates of the off
address to make sure it is not within a restricted distance of schools, day care centers, or child care

facilities. According tothefof ender 6s Ti er | evel or Pre AWA cl
notifications may be sent out to neighborhoods where the sex offender lives, as well as local
school di stricts and | aw enforcement agencies

updatedonth Sheri ffoés Of5ficeewSbsesriitef 6 nOR8Rce sen
sex offender notifications, to the public.

The Sheriffos office also makes random home v
are not any violations of | aw at the6Gadutaddr es
sex offenders and 8 juvenile registrants in Crawford County.

|
S

The SORN officer is also responsible for registering Offenders convicted of arson, and violent
offenses.Crawford County currently ha&sactive Arson registrants afdactive Violent Offender
registrants.

In addition to these duties, The SORN officer conducts web checks for members of the public
who need to be fingerprinted for employment, concealed carry permits, various licensing as well
as the custody and care of children and background investigatidiz324, there were

approximately 184web checks conducted.

Detective Division

The Detective Division consists two detective. The detectives investigate algh-profile
investigations, as well as follewp on felony cases forwarded to them by the enforcement
division andthejail. Detectives investigate crimégat include burglary, breaking and entering,
theft, narcotics, homicide, sex crimes, computer crjngestity theftand crimesgainst children
along with numerous otherimes

Detectvsat t he Sheri ffdés Office are involved in i
Crawford CountyDetectives are assigneénl METRICH, a 16county decentralized drug task

force. On numerous occasions, the detectives are called upon for assistammhicting raids,

undercover drug operations, surveillance, and investigating other types of crimes. The Crawford
County Sheriffdos Office is the access point foc
METRICH drug task force in Crawfor@dounty. Being the access point for the county means that

all METRICH money, equipment, and general information coming frorhengeoffice in



Mansfield, comes into the county through the
distributed to all the other law enforcement agencies in the cdsimgyiff Kent is the chairman of
the METRICH control board.

During these investigations, several types of drugs have been removed from our county.

The Sheriffos Off i tsearcdwarrantsin262 or assisted in

Heroin

Heroin packaged for distribution




Crack Cocaine (left) & H®in (right)
recovered while executing a search warrant.

Methamphetamine

Fentanylpressed into pill form. These pills had
the proper markings for a commonly prescribed
medication.




S.R.T. (Special Response Team)

Seeing an increase in dragailability and a number of firearms being seized during drug
investigations, Sheriff Kent, Galion and Bucyrus Police Chiefs, and the Crawford County
Prosecutor formed a Special Response Team (S.R.T.) to combat the drug issues in the county, as
well as the firearmsding found in connection to drug trafficking.

Since being formed, Crestline Police Department and New Washington Police Department have
also added members to the team.

Each agencyominates members for the team and they are voted on by the Sheriff and Police
Chiefs All teammembers receive specialized training, or havegna military combat
experienceThe team trains together and is an available resource to all law enforcement agencies
in the county.

Each agency is responsible to providing adequate training and equipmteir officers. Tle
team is activatehenevethighrisk search warrantreexecuted.

BucyrusCity and GalionCity Fire Departmentalso have members attached to the teslowing
medics to be on scene,case ofamedical emergency

This team has been successful in combating illegal drug use in Crawford CiheBpecial
Response Team was activagitimes in 203.
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The Special Response Team received tactical readiness training in 2025 in addition to monthly

trainings.



A drug investigatiorwhich led to¥4 Ib of Methamphetamineeing seized.

Deputies conducted a traffic sttpatresulted in the driver being arrested on warrant. Fentanyl
was also seized from the vehicle.



'FANTASY LAND WEﬁi

Deputies from Crawford and Marion County Sheriff Offices investigated a complaint of
Prostitution at Fantasy Land West. Three individuals were arrested during the execution of the
search warrant.

A traffic stop was conducted amadiriver was arrested on an arrest warrant. Nora was deployed
and found drugs and paraphernalia in the vehicle.



Deputies stopped a vehicle for a speeding violation a@d\i¥ra alerted to the presence of a
narcotic odor. Cocaine was seized from the vehicle.

Approximately 70 Ibs. of prpackaged marijuana along with various prescription medications
was seized from a home during the execution of a narcotic search warrant.
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Detectives and the Special Response Team executed a narcotics search warrant on Spore

Brandywine Rd. The investigation resulted in 2 subjects being arrested. Methamphetamines and
firearms were seized from the residence.



Deputies worked with authorities from Michigan, recovering commercial lifts that were being
taken from the Cleveland area and sold in several states.

Deputies investigated a complaint of illegal possession of firearms and stolen property. A search
warrantwasexecuted, resulting in the seizure of firearms, stolen truck and stolen tractor.



PROJECT LIFESAVER

In 2017, the Sheriffoés Office partnered up wit
brought this project to the area. The Project Lifesaver program places personalized radio
transmitters on identified p8esaronpsrsomsiwhorareAl z he i
prone to wandering away from home.

The Lions6é6 Clubs purchased all the equipment t
and learned how to use a tracking device to protect and locate missing persons enrolled in the
program. Chief Deputy Chad Filliater oversees Project Lifesaverawford County.

Participants in Project Lifesaver wear a radio transmitter on their person 24/7. The transmitter
operates on a radio frequency specific to the wearer. In the event of a person that goes missing,
Deputies respond to their last known location with a ragiquency receiver and begin searching

for the persons unique radio frequency to assist in locating the missing person. The radio

transmitter worn by a member of Project Lifesaver is battery operated. A caregiver to the wearer

of a transmitter checks the by life of the transmitter on a daily basis and is instructed to
contact the Sheriffoés Office when the battery

Project Lifesaver has been implemented into a number of different law enforcement agencies
throughout the United States. Faesland/or caregivers are provided with the radio frequency
that has been assigned to their loved one. In the event a Project Lifesaver member would go
missing outside of Crawford County, Ohio, faieslcan provide the radio frequency assigned to
their love one to responding law enforcement to assist in locating them.




PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK

The Sheri ff 6 sdindtfePriescriptionplrug TakeBagk aitiative in Z02ollecting
63 1bs. ofunused or expired medicatiods. dr op box i s | ocation in th
Office and available to the public at all times.

Concealed Carry Weapon Permits

The Sheriffos Office is responsible for handl:
must first apply and then an extensive background check estdanake sure the individualirs
compliance with requirements as defined in the

suspends and revokes CCW permits as required by law. The laws have changed several times and
staff attend training to stay up totdavith current laws.

Since permitless carry passed in 2022, we have seen a decrease in new CCW applications,
however many still renew their CCW permit every 5 years, because of the reciprocity that Ohio
has with many other states.

In 2025, 9 new CCW permits werégssued 204 permits were renewe@,were suspended, afd
wasdenied

CCW PERMITS

Issued = Renewed m Suspended m Denied
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= ]
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TEACHING STUDENTS DECISION MAKING
FOR SAFE & HEALTHY LIVING

Drug Abuse Resistance Education
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still offer D.A.R.E. today. In 2007 Deputy Chris Martin took over instructirthe D.A.R.E.

curriculum. The D.A.R.E. program is the largest ardrug program which focuses on school

age children.
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materials, awards and shirts for the students, are paid for through gifts and donations from
the local community and the support of the schools.

The D.A.R.E. curriculum focuses on teaching children how to
make good choices. Those choices will help them when it
comes to making good friends and ultimately helping them
resist drugs, violence, and not to bullying. Children from
kindergarten through 6t grade receive these lessons.
Kindergarten through 2nd grade learn the lessons of
Strangers, who gives us medicines, 911, Good and Bad Taste,
and School Safety."8and 4h grades learn the lessons on the
meaning of D.A.R.E., What is a Drug, How to Say NO,
Bullying, why we are Special and Why Compliments are
important. Deputy Martin has also talked to groups of
teenagers in high school.

D.A.R.E. classes are offered in the following schools: Colonel
Crawford, Buckeye Central, Bucyrus, Crestline, Galion,
Wynford, Sacred Heart, and Saint Joseph Catholic School.



The Sheriff App

CRAWFORD COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

The Sheriff was looking for a way to push out information immedtiidab the public, without
beingdependenbn the reporting timelinesd mewsmedia orsocial media. The Sheriff App was
one of the solutions we were looking for.

Citizens can download a free app on cellphones and other mobile devices. Once the app is
downloaded, citizens will be informed of incoming severe weather conditions at the same time the
Dispatch Center is being notified of weather changes. An alert cammess dhe phone with a

weather notification, givingimely notificationsandallowing residents additional time to tatke
properprecautions.

The Sheriff App altbsewacutrdat dosirg eews réldasesandothéri c e
information we feel may be of interest to the citizens.

Inside the Sheriff App are other resources, includingnot limited to

]

Submita Tp

Mental Health and Recovery services
Sheri ffds Wel come
Contact information

Job Applications

Jail roster and inmate service

Sex Offender information

Cyber Security Safety

School information

CCW and Webcheck information
Project Lifesaver

Sheriff Sales

Vacation checks

=42 =2 -4 4 -4 -8 -4 -4 -9 -9 -9

The Sheriff App continues to be a valwuable t
roster is by far the most popular item in the app.
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Crawford County Shel

Phone Number (Optional)

Buckeye Central

Elementary School

Phone: 419-492-1022

Website: http://bce.buckeye-central.org
Address: 938 S Kibler St, New Washington,
OH 44854

INCIDENT INFORMATION

Required, Tip For Authorities

Include my current location J

Time/Date

of o Feb17,2025  2:28PM

Buckeye Central Middle School

Phone: 419-492-1035
Mental Health/ Website: https://bem.buckeye-central.org/
Recovery Address: 938 S Kibler St, New Washington,
OH 44854

Submit A Tip
Add Image

Submit Buckeye Central High School

Phone: 419-492-2266

Website: https://beh.buckeye-central.org/
Address: 938 5 Kibler 5t, New Washington,
OH 44854

Jail/lnmate Info

Colonel Crawford High School

Phone: 419-562-4666

Website: https:/fwww.cck12.0rg/
Address: 5444 Crestline Rd, Crestline,
OH 44827

9:41
< Home Contact Us

Crawford County 9:41

Sheriff's Office

If this is an emergency, dial 911!

< Home Join Our Team

Friday, June 14 i Enforcement

9:41

Communications

3613 Stetzer Rd, Bucyrus, OH 44820 0

https://
crawfordcountysheriffohio.com/

419-562-7906

Partly Cloudy 67
H:88° L:64° =

Fax: 419-662-7912 Join Our Team

All Users Al
Please be advised: The National Weather
Service has issued a SEVERE

Crawford County THUNDERSTORM WARNING for the follo...
Sheriff's Office

Built by & :THESHERIFFAPP.COM :

= CUSTOM SHERIFF APPS

Anyone interested in downloading the Sheriff App, can download it at the Apple App Store or on
Google Play.



V.F.W. Post 1078 has been very supportive and frequently donates to the D.A.R.E. program.
Many other individuals and groups have also supported this program.

We also put out a calendar yearly, to raise &ifod
the D.A.R.E. Program. Many businesses in the
community support this and we are very thankful to
have the support to keep this program going.
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" Provider Referral Line
419-468-0961
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Chaplain Program

Pastor Michael Greenler was appointed as the Office Chaplain in IatéP&ﬁQGr Greenler
responds to the nestaff :thefbllovdangmaneher i f f és Offi ce

T Responds to Office membersd needs during
distress;

1 Provides spiritual support and guidance to personnel;

1 Assissk the Sherifin notifying an Officeme mber 6 s fami ly upon r eceée
serious injury or death of an employee;

1 AssisstheOffice upon request, in providing comfort and support to members of the
community during times of emotional trauma;

i Serve in an otall capacity for aftehours response to critical incidents;
Maintain contact with local clergy as requested;

1 Foster public confidence and support by attending civic events and remaining
available during periods of heightened public interest;

9 Serve as a resource for spiritual counselin§toe r i f fniembe® and thare
families as appropriate; and

1 ProvideS h e r Officé ndesnbers and their families with additionahiome or
external supportive resources.

A Chaplainadhersto applicable laws regarding confidentiality, privileged communications, and
mandatory reporting.




School Resource Officers

The Sheriffos Office has three School Resour ce
Wynford Schools. Special DepuBtephen Knappnd Special Deputy Lynn Sterling are assigned
to Colonel Crawford School District.

Court House Security

Deputies assigned to the Crawford County Courthouse are responsible for the security of the
building and the safety of those inside the building. Deputies screen individuals and their
property upon entrance to the courthouse, usingraly xnachine and ngaetometer, which
enables them to seize several knives and many other prohibited items eabBlegates Xrayed
11,867items in 203.

Deputies patrol the building and are called to the courtrooms whenever there is a disturbance.
They monitor security camerdge alarms, and assist the public.

Deputies are also qualified to assist the court system by signing criminal summons paperwork, to
respond to any health or medical emergencies, and to also provide security coverage for the Board
of Elections when necessary.



